STUDENTS 5141.5

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION

Every child has the right to live free of physical and emotional abuse, including neglect and sexual assault.
The Board of Trustees recognizes that such abuse has severe consequences for the child, sometimes
resulting in the child's own violent behavior or in drug addiction. Schools are in a position to promote the
prevention of child abuse and its reoccurrence, and to reduce the general vulnerability of children.

Age-appropriate and culturally-appropriate child abuse prevention curriculum shall be a component of the
district's health education instruction. This curriculum shall explain students' rights to live free of
abuse, inform them of available support resources, and teach them how to obtain help and disclose incidents of
abuse. The curriculum also shall include information in self-help techniques.

The Superintendent or designee shall provide coordinated training for teachers who will use the child
abuse prevention curriculum, including instruction in the physical and behavioral indicators of abuse,
community resources, rights and responsibilities to report abuse or neglect, and care for a child's needs
after a report is made.

Parents/guardians shall receive prior notice of child abuse prevention instruction whenever such
instruction will include family life or sex education for which notification is required by law.

LEGAL REFERENCE

WELFARE INSTITUTIONS CODE

19875-18979 The Maxine Waters Child Abuse Prevention Training Act of 1984
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